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among those "Irresponsibles" whom Archibald Mac-
Leish has excoriated.

If the life of man is indeed as nasty and brutish as
the most typical literature of our time represents it, the
victory of the organized, mechanized evil which is now
loose in the world will only confirm a disaster that has
already taken place. As Walter Lippmann declared
with unwonted fervor in an address to his Harvard
Class, what has made possible the victories of this
scientized evil is "the lazy, self-indulgent materialism,
the amiable, lackadaisical, footless, confused compla-
cency of the free nations of the world. They have dis-
sipated, like wastrels and drunkards, the inheritance of
freedom and order that came to them from hard-
working, thrifty, faithful, believing, and brave men.
The disaster in the midst of which we are living is a
disaster in the character of men."

I think that Mr. Lippmann is right. Vast armaments
alone will not save us. We must also rewin our all but
lost inheritance of freedom and order, and with free-
dom and order that on which they depend, belief in the
dignity of man". And this in turn can come only through
a religious renewal of belief in man as a spiritual being,
or if that is beyond our attainment, a humanistic re-
newal of belief in man as a rational and free animal, a
belief still richly current in the time of Washington
and Jefferson, a belief that comes down to us all the
way from ancient Greece. We have had our "return to
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